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How high should a floor-mounted
electrical distribution box be off the

ground

Overview
What is the Ideal Installation Height for a Distribution BoxInstall a distribution box at
4.5 to 5.5 feet high for safety, accessibility, and compliance. T.

Key Takeaways
A floor-mounted electrical distribution box should generally be installed with its
operating handle between 36 inches and 48 inches from the floor, with the top of the
panel not exceeding 6 feet 7 inches (2 meters) above the floor.NEC Guidelines and
Accessibility

According to the National Electrical Code (NEC), the center of the grip of the highest
circuit breaker must not be more than 6 feet 7 inches (2 meters) above the floor to
ensure accessibility for operation and maintenance . The panel must also be installed
in a readily accessible area with a minimum clearance of 30 inches wide, 36 inches
deep, and 6.5 feet high in front of the panel . This ensures safe operation and allows
the panel door to open fully to 90 degrees.

Practical Installation Heights

For floor-mounted or wall-mounted distribution boxes:

• Residential panels: Typically mounted 36 to 48 inches from the floor to the bottom
of the panel, making them easy to reach without bending or stretching .
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• Outdoor boxes: Should be at least 3 feet above ground to protect against water and
dirt .

• Ground-mounted boxes: Often raised 2 to 4 inches to prevent moisture damage .

• Older or disabled users: A height of around 4 feet can improve accessibility .
Safety and Maintenance Considerations
• Keep panels away from wet areas, flammable materials, and high-traffic zones to
reduce hazards .

• Ensure dedicated space around the panel from the floor up to 6 feet for safe access
and maintenance .

• Verify that the panel door can open fully and that the working space is
unobstructed to comply with NEC requirements .
Summary

For a floor-mounted electrical distribution box, aim for a bottom height of 36–48
inches from the floor, with the top not exceeding 6 feet 7 inches, while maintaining
clear working space and accessibility. This setup ensures compliance with NEC
standards, safe operation, and ease of maintenance.

Article Content

Is there a minimum, NEC-compliant distance that an electrical outlet ...

If I am able to lower an electrical box by a few inches, I will have enough wire to
avoid having to use a junction box to splice a nick I

Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://rivomultitrade.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://rivomultitrade.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

© 2026 RIVO MULTITRADE OPTICAL SYSTEMS - All rights reserved

http://www.tcpdf.org

