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How much does it cost per year for fiber
optic cable splicing

Overview
Fiber optic splicing costs vary widely depending on project size, location, fiber type,
and site conditions.

Key Takeaways
Fiber optic splicing typically costs $50–$150 per fusion splice, with total project costs
ranging from a few hundred to several thousand dollars depending on scope and
conditions.Per-Splice Costs

The most common pricing unit for fiber optic splicing is per splice. For commercial
projects, fusion splicing generally costs $50–$150 per splice point, which includes
labor and OTDR verification of each joint but usually excludes materials, mobilization,
or project management fees . Mechanical splicing is generally less expensive upfront
but may result in higher signal loss and is often used for temporary or emergency
repairs .

Factors Affecting Cost
• Fiber Count and Type: Higher fiber counts reduce the per-splice rate due to volume
pricing. Standard single-mode fiber is less complex than ribbon fiber, which requires
specialized mass fusion splicers .

• Site Conditions: Aerial splicing in open areas is cheaper than underground vault
work, which may require traffic control, confined space entry, or additional safety
measures .
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• Labor and Expertise: Skilled technicians typically charge $50–$150 per hour, and
complex projects may require multiple technicians or extended hours .

• Equipment and Materials: Fusion splicers cost $3,000–$15,000, cleavers
$500–$2,000, and OTDR testers $5,000–$20,000. Protective enclosures, splice
sleeves, and connectors add to the total project cost .
Total Project Costs

Small repair or installation projects can range from $200 to $1,200, while larger or
more complex projects with multiple splices, certifications, or difficult access can
reach $3,000–$5,000 or more . For full-scale commercial installations, costs per mile
vary: $5,000–$20,000 per mile for underground and $40,000–$60,000 per mile for
aerial installations .

Cost-Saving Strategies
• Bundle services and schedule during off-peak periods.

• Use standard connectors and fiber types.

• Request itemized quotes to compare labor, splices, testing, and permits. In
summary, expect $50–$150 per splice for labor and verification, with total project
costs highly dependent on fiber count, site conditions, and project complexity. Large-
scale projects benefit from volume pricing and careful planning to manage costs
effectively.
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At $60-120/hr, a fusion splice in a drop location will cost $30-$60 labor plus the
splicing cost. A mechanical splice would also require

Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://rivomultitrade.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://rivomultitrade.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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