RIVO MULTITRADE OPTICAL SYSTEMS

How to photograph a power distribution
box

Overview

This guide gives your crew the exact shots to capture on every residential job, from
service calls and additions to full rewires.

Key Takeaways

Photographing a power distribution box requires careful attention to safety, lighting,
and composition to capture clear, detailed, and informative images.Safety First

Before photographing, ensure the power distribution box is de-energized if possible,
or maintain a safe distance if it is live. Wear insulated gloves and protective gear
when working near electrical equipment. Avoid touching any exposed wires or
components, and follow all local electrical safety regulations.

Equipment and Settings
* Camera: A DSLR or mirrorless camera is ideal, but a high-quality smartphone
camera can also work.

* Lens: Use a wide-angle lens for full-panel shots and a macro or zoom lens for close-
ups of circuit breakers, meters, or wiring.

* Tripod: Stabilizes the camera for sharp images, especially in low-light indoor
environments.
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* Lighting: Use diffused lighting to reduce harsh shadows and glare from metal
surfaces. LED panels or portable lights can help illuminate the interior of the box
without creating reflections.

Composition Tips

* Full-panel shots: Capture the entire box to show layout and context. Position the
camera straight-on to avoid distortion.

* Close-ups: Focus on critical components like breakers, fuses, meters, or labels.
Highlight technical details such as wiring connections or serial numbers.

* Angles: Use slight angles to add depth, but avoid obstructing important labels or
switches.

» Background: Keep the background uncluttered to emphasize the box. For outdoor
boxes, ensure the surrounding environment does not distract from the subject.
Technical Considerations

* Exposure: Adjust exposure to prevent overexposure of reflective metal surfaces.

* Focus: Use manual focus for close-ups to ensure sharpness on small components.

* White Balance: Correct for indoor fluorescent or LED lighting to maintain accurate
color of wires and labels.

* HDR Mode: Useful for capturing both bright and shadowed areas inside the box.
Post-Processing
* Crop images to highlight key components.

» Adjust contrast and sharpness to make wiring and labels more legible.

* Annotate images if needed for documentation or instructional purposes. By
following these guidelines, you can produce clear, professional, and safe photographs
of power distribution boxes suitable for technical documentation, inspection reports,
or educational purposes ().
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Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://rivomultitrade.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://rivomultitrade.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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